Foxhunting Terms 


AT FAULT 

When hounds check, they are said to be at fault. 

BABBLER 

This is a hound which throws its tongue too much, when it is uncertain of 
the scent or when it is a long way behind the leading hounds. 

BAG FOX 

Any fox which is turned out especially for hounds to hunt. This was a common 
practice in the old days but is now not recognized. 

BILLETT 

A fox’s excreta. 

BOB-TAILED 

Applied to a fox which has no brush, or only a very short one. 

BOLT 

To bolt a fox is to force him out of a drain or earth. 

BREAK 

A fox ‘breaks' when he leaves a covert. 

BREAK UP 

Hounds ‘break up their fox’ when they tear apart and eat its carcase. 

BRUSH 

The fox’s tail. 

BULLFINCH 

A high uncut fence, to be jumped through rather than over. 

BURST 

The first part of a run, if quick, is called a sharp burst. 

CARRIES A SCENT 

Good scenting land is said to ‘carry a scent’. 

CARRY THE SCENT 

Those hounds which are actually working out with their noses the fox’s line 
when the pack is running are said to ‘carry the scent’. 

CAST 

An effort made by the pack, or by the huntsman with his pack, to recover the 
scent at a check. 



FOXHUNTING TERMS 


CATCH HOLD 

id“n“Sr p h uif’ ° f hOUndS When he 1,fiS the pack - The term is also 

CHALLENGE 

A hound that ‘opens' is said to ‘challenge', or to ‘challenge on a fox’. 
CHARLEY 

A slang term for fox. 

CHECK 

^Hounds check when they stop running and temporarily lose the fox’s scent. 

SSwTitaS?.* ** “ ~ “ ** ** “'f™ 

CLEAN GROUND 

Ground which is neither foiled nor stained. 

COUPLE 

r^redtTot ^4."’ ^ ^ ^ 3 ‘'"S' 6 hoUnd * 

COUPLBS 

COUitJi le * th er c °U ars joined by steel links, used for coupling two hounds together. 

To course a fox is to run it *in view*. 
covhrt 

All woods or thickets that might hold a fox 
cry 
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cub 7 ' 

A young fox. They become ‘foxes' on I November 
CUB HUNTING 

ofmnlTV" Scptc . ,nb * r , 4 " J,ol,cr *• 0 ‘ r| y '"Otnmg. with the object 
moving foxci and uu hin| lioundi ind .. I. .i„,, 

OUR DOQ 

Any dog other than a foxhound. 
dog fox 
A male fox. 

DOPED FOXES 

Foxes whose natural scent has been mcir.jcd by some means. Bag foxes arc 
sometimes doped. D 

DOUBLE 

A fence or bank with a ditch on both sides. 

DOUBLE THE KORN 

A htmtsmtn it Mid M do iUl wfam he blows a succession of quick sharp note., 
tor example when a fox is holloaed away. 
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FOXHUNTING TERMS 


DRAFT 

A collection of hounds which have been drafted. To draft a hound is to get rid 
of it from the pack. Drafts may be ‘entered’ or unentered’. 

DRAG 

The line of a fox leading to his kennel. It is also the name of an artificial line, 
made by laying some strong-smelling substance over a certain line of country. 
It is not done in foxhunting. 

DRAW 

Hounds draw’ for a fox in covert. 

The day s draw is the area of country which the Master has planned to draw 
in a day s hunting, and the earths of which have been stopped. 

When a huntsman takes one hound away from the rest of a pack, he ‘draws’ 

it. 

EARTH 

A fox’s underground home. 

EARTH STOPPER 

One who goes out during the night before a day’s hunting to block the en¬ 
trances to the earths, while the fox is abroad. He may be paid by the hunt. 

ENTER 

Teaching young hounds to hunt a fox is to enter them. 

FEATHER 

A hound ‘feathers’ when it is not certain that it owns the scent, driving slowly 
along the line and waving its stem. 

FIELD 

This is the body of mounted men and women hunting with a pack. 

FLAGS 

The floor of the kennel courts. One visits hounds in kennels to see them ‘on 
the flags’. 

FOIL 

Any smell which obliterates the fox s scent, for example when horses, sheep, 
etc., pass over the line of the fox the ground is foiled. 

A fox is said to run his foil when he doubles back on his tracks. 

GONE TO GROUND 

When a fox has got into an earth or drain. 

HACKLES UP 

When a hound is angry, the hair along its back and top of neck stands on end, 
and its stem is curved stiffly over its back. 

HEADED 

A fox which has been caused to turn aside from his original line is said to have 
been headed. 

HEADS UP 

Hounds which have stopped feeling for the scent have ‘got their heads up’. 
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HEEL (HEEL-WAY) 

Hounds run heel (or heel-way) when they run the line of a fox the opposite 
way to which he was going. 

HIT THE LINE 

Used of a hound, or a huntsman in his cast, when they strike the line of the 
fox. 

HOICK. HUIC 

Hunting cheers, meaning ‘Hark’, pronounced ‘Hike’, ‘Ike’ or ‘Ark’. 

HOLD 

A huntsman, in making his cast, is sometimes said to ‘hold hounds round’. 
HOLD HARD 

A huntsman’s, or Master’s, rate to riders who press hounds too closely. 

HOLD UP 

One can hold up a litter or a covert by surrounding it to prevent foxes leaving. 
HOUND JOG 

The normal pace, about 6 miles an hour, that hounds travel on a road. 

HUIC HOLLOA 

A cheer to draw attention to a holloa. 

IN AND OUT 

Two fences close together, but too far apart to be negotiated in one jump. 

KENNEL 

A fox’s bed in a covert, etc., above ground. 

LIFT 

A huntsman lifts hounds when he holds them on to a place where he thinks 
the fox may be, or where one has been seen. 

LINE 

The trail of a fox. 

MAKE A PACK 
To count hounds. 

MARK 

Hounds are said to ‘mark the fox to ground’ when they gather round and bay 
outside an earth or drain into which the hunted fox has gone. 

MASK 

A fox’s head: 

MOB 

To mob a fox is to surround it or to hunt it without giving it a fair chance. 
MUSIC 

The cry of hounds. 

MUTE 

A term to describe a hound which does not throw its tongue when on the line 
of a fox. 

MUZZLE 

A hound’s nose. 
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IOXIUJNTING TERMS 


NOSE 

The ability of a hound to *mell. 

OPEN 

Hounds 'open' on a fox when they first speak to a line in covert. An open 
earth is one which lias not been stopped. 

OWN TUB LINE 

Used of a hound which is on the fox’s line. 

OXER 

Thom fence with a guard rail. A double oxer is a fence with a rail on each side. 
PACK 

A collection of hounds. 

PAD 

A fox’s foot. To track a fox is to ‘pad’ him. 

PICK 

To pick hounds up is to lift them. 

PIPE 

A branch or hole in an earth. 

POINT 

The distance, measured as the crow flies, between two points in a run. The 
actual distance is described ‘as hounds ran’. 

PROVINCES 

Any hunting country in England, Scotland and Wales, less the Midlands and 
Shires. 

PUDDING 

The meal porridge as fed to hounds. 

PUT DOWN 

The expression used when a horse or hound is killed on account of old age, etc. 
PUTTING TO 

Earths are ‘put to’ when they are closed, on a hunting morning, with the fox 
inside them. 

RASPER 

Any big fence. 

RATE 

To reprove or scold a hound is to ‘rate’ it. 

RIDE 

A path through a covert. 

RINGING FOX 

One which runs in circles, close to its home covert. 

RIOT 

Any animal, other than a fox or bird, hunted by hounds. When hounds so 
hunt they arc said to riot. 

RUNNING 

Hounds are running when they are actually in pursuit of a fox. 










POXHUNTING TERMS 


225 


SCARLET 

The colour of a hunting coat. The terms ‘red’ or ‘pink’ are also used One can 
redcoat’ ( ° r Pink) ' bW W " h W ’ ic musc be ' ' He hu "“ ^ a 

SCENT 

Wh n cn i h S: ‘ id \ C3Stiu ^' wh ™ hounds race and do not stoop their heads 
When hounds lose the scent they throw up’ their heads. Scent is ‘ticklish’ when 
tt varies from good to bad. Hounds run almost mute when there is a ‘burning 

SHIRES 

P T, ° fLe ' cestersh ' re . Rutland and Northamptonshire. The Shire 
sinking 6 Be V ° ir ’ Cottesmore - Femie, Pytchley and Quom. 

s^When a fox is very tired at the end of a run. he is said to be sinking. 

ofttx W ^rr’ COn,erSl WhiIe ° ther h ° UndS ale f0lWin S the true >ine 

SPEAK 

This is the term for a hound when it barks 
STAIN 

Foil. 

STALE LINE 

The line of a fox which has been a long time gone. 

STERN 

A hound’s tail. 

STOPPING 

ST °™ ping ° Ut ’ d “* iS d0Sing earthS When the fox is abroad d urmg the night. 

Applied to foxes which are bom above ground 
TAIL HOUNDS 

IIStis? the rest> when running - when hounds «* 

TALLY O! 

A hunting cry made when one has viewed a fox. If the huntsman is a long way 
off. a shrill cry (known as a ‘View holloa’) is given instead. S Y 

TIMBER 

Post and rails. 
tongue 

toijch < thimioiin are *throw the tongue’ when they speak to a line. 

To blow the horn. 

UNENTERED 

An unentered hound is one which has not finished one cub-hunting season. 
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foxhunting terms 


VIEW 

. Thc “S 1 " > Cox. To see a fox is to view it 

VIEW HOLLOA or holloa’ 

VIXEN" 01 " 11 * 11 H ° llCr T,1C SCr “ n ’ givcn when on e has viewed a fox. 

A female fox. 
walk 

w Ho^nd puppies are out ‘at walk’ when looked after at farms, etc. 

A hurdle. 
whelps 

Unweaned puppies. 
wind 

A hound is said to wind a fox, that is to smell it 
WOODLAND Sme11 1C * 

a very large covert, or a large area mostly woods. 










